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A warm day in Dublin, a crowded street corner. Suddenly, a car-bomb explodes, killing and injuring

scores of innocent people. From the second-floor window of a building across the street, a visiting

American watches, helpless, as his beloved wife and children are sacrificed in the heat and fire of

someone else's cause. From this shocking beginning, the author of the phenomenal Dune series

has created a masterpiece. The White Plague is a marvelous and terrifyingly plausible blend of

fiction and visionary theme. It tells of one man's revenge, of the man watching from the window who

is pushed over the edge of sanity by the senseless murder of his family and who, reappearing

several months later as the so-called Madman, unleashes a terrible vengeance upon the human

race. For John Roe O'Neill is a molecular biologist who has the knowledge, and now the motivation,

to devise and disseminate a genetically carried plague-a plague to which, like those that scourged

mankind centuries ago, there is no antidote, but one that zeros in, unerringly and fatally, on women.

As the world slowly recognizes the reality of peril, as its politicians and scientists strive desperately

to save themselves and their society from the prospect of human extinction, so does Frank Herbert

grapple with one of the great themes of contemporary life: the enormous dangers that lurk at the

dark edges of science. The White Plague is a prophetic, believable, and utterly compelling novel.
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If you're looking for another "Dune", be warned: This book takes place on Earth, albiet an Earth that

is about to go through some huge changes.Our story opens with the death of the wife and children



of brilliant biochemical researcher John O'Neill at the hands of terrorists. O'Neil is driven mad with

grief and unleashes a biochemically engineered plague on the world, one that is 100% fatal to

women.While not Herbert's best book, it is still fantastic. Frank paints a horrific picture of

governments racing first against each other to be the first to find a cure, and soon realilsing that a

cure will only come with cooperation. Each country deals with the plague differently and the sweep

of the story stretches around the world and back to the beginning as O'Neil admires his

handiwork.The story is quite action driven for a Herbert book. With most women dying off, the planet

soon becomes unrecognizable. Will a cure be found in time? What form will it take? How will

humanity survive? Herbert's trademark philosophical ruminations are there, just below the surface

for plucking if you're interested. I will say, though, that the irony of thousand-year-old cultures having

to re-write themselves overnight in the name of survival wasn't lost on me.Even more tantalizing is

the ending which will leave you wondering what will happen next. Not that there's a cliffhanger, but

the world is so different you imagine a sequal would have done very well.This is a really good book.

It may drag a bit in spots and some of the science involved is a bit dated, but it is still very

enjoyable. There's something wrong when a book as good as this one written by a author as

popular as Herbert is out of print.
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